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OSCAR DE LA HOYA, Chairman and CEO of Golden Boy Promotions:   Thank you for joining us today 

on this international media conference call for 2004 Olympic silver medal winner and former two-time world 

champion Amir "King" Khan.  As you know, Amir Khan will battle Canelo Alvarez for the WBC and Ring 

Magazine Lineal Middleweight Championship which will be on Cinco de Mayo weekend on May 7th, live 

from the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, and if you can't make it to Las Vegas, you can watch it on HBO Pay-

Per-View.  

  

We're really excited once again to be working with Amir Khan, and as you know, Golden Boy Promotions is 

the exclusive promoter to Canelo-Khan, and we are thrilled that Amir Khan is once again working with us.  

  

This fight is all about speed and power, and history has shown us that these types of fights make for an 

exciting one, action-packed fight.  I've said it before:  This fight takes me back to Maidana, who had Amir in a 

really, really tough fight, and Khan with his amazing footwork and speed and strength, you know, he was able 

to be victorious.  

  

We are extremely thrilled and excited, and we certainly can't wait for May 7th. I do want to take this 

opportunity to thank our sponsors, Cerveza Tecate, "Born Bold," O'Reilly Auto Parts, Casa Mexico Tequila, 

and DOOM, "Fight Like Hell," on May 13th.  All of the marketing, if you haven't seen it yet, will start kicking 

in in these next couple of days.  They are doing a tremendous, tremendous job on a global scale to make sure 

that everyone knows about this tremendous, tremendous fight.  

  

Tickets are still available, and they are moving fast.  We expect a sellout, a sellout crowd.  We expect a lot of 

Brits.  We expect a lot of wonderful fans from all over the world supporting these two great fighters.  If you 

haven't gotten your tickets, they are moving fast.  

  

The person I will introduce to you now I'm happy to call a friend, a man that I've always admired.  He's 

brought up Amir Khan in such a way that a lot of people should be envious about.  He is Amir's father and 

manager, and that is Shah Khan.  Shah?  

  

SHAH KHAN, Father and Manager of Amir Khan:  Hi, everybody, and thank you for coming online for 

this media conference call.  
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Yeah this is a tough challenge for him, and Amir is up for the challenge.  The interest in the UK is 

incredible.  Massive interest, just alone, just from the office, we've sold like 1,000 tickets, you know, not 

talking about the ticket -- or the ticket outlets, and it's a massive interest in the UK, and I'm looking forward to 

it.  It's going to be a great night for boxing.  

  

The preparations are going really, really well, and Amir is really up for this fight, and it's going to be a great 

fight, two great fighters.  You've got power and you've got speed, and I think it's going to be easily a 

contenders' fight in boxing.  Thank you.  

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA:  Thank you very much, Shah.  Next up to say a few words, he really needs no 

introduction.  He's trained some of the top fighters in the world today, and my hat's off to him for doing a 

wonderful job a couple of weeks ago with probably one of the top fighters on the planet today, so let me 

introduce to you Amir's trainer, Virgil Hunter.  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER, Trainer to Amir Khan:   Thanks, Oscar.  Hello, everyone.  Once again, glad to be part 

of such a big, big event in boxing, a sport that I love.  

  

Amir is having a great training camp in preparation for a fight that we know is a very dangerous fight, and I 

commend him and his courage and his insight on taking the fight and thanking everybody who is involved, 

and looking forward to seeing everyone May 7th.  

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA:  Thank you very much, Virgil.  And now the man of the hour.  He's Britain's top 

fighter, Amir "King" Khan.  He was catapulted into the media spotlight after winning the silver medal at the 

2004 Olympic Games in Athens, and he went on to turn pro the following year in July of 2005 with a first-

round technical knockout victory over Phil Edwards, which obviously has taken him to the top of the 

sport.  Amir Khan is a fighter who is a technical challenge, is a fighter who wants to fight the best, is a fighter 

who has been a multiple world champion, and yes, he continues to work hard and can push himself to new 

heights and push himself to the limit.  He's the kind of fighter who I personally have admired ever since he 

turned pro, ever since I saw him in the Olympic Games, and so I want to introduce to you a man who, like I 

said, shies away from no challenge and is willing to fight the very best, to be the best, and let me introduce to 

you Amir "King" Khan.  

  

AMIR KHAN, Former Two Time World Champion:  Hi, everyone.  Thanks for joining the conference 

call. Training camp is going really well.  It's going really well.  We're still continuing all the camp.  

  

It's been tough, obviously, working on these strategies with my trainer Virgil, being more focused, because I 

know that one little mistake in a fight like this could get me in trouble, so I'm making sure that I'm not making 

any mistakes from being in the ring, scoring, or being in the gym training, doing work, or even outside the 

ring when I'm recovering and how long I'm going to be keeping the weight on, keep my -- because I want to 

walk into this ring strong.  I don't want to be too light because by being too light, it could only -- it won't make 

me real strong.  

  

I'm up against a very big middleweight fighter, which Canelo, he's a middleweight world champion. We're 

doing everything right.  I mean, look, my skills are what's going to win me this fight.  I know I'm not going to 

be stronger than Canelo in any way.  I'm not going to be thinking I'm stronger than Canelo, but I'm going to 



stand with him and fight with him.  I think my skills in this fight will win me the fight, and I don't know if the 

speed I have is something that -- I don't think that Canelo's experienced speed with combinations and speed 

with power.  I think there will be a lot of people who will be -- I would say I will definitely shock the world 

come May 7th, otherwise I wouldn't take the fight.  

  

I've been watching video of Canelo, and day after day it's getting more and more confident that I can beat this 

guy.  So I'm really looking forward to it, and we still have another three to four weeks left of training where 

I'm going to be focusing, and I'm still going to be giving 100 percent so when I do walk into that ring, I'm not 

only going to do myself proud, but I'm going to do my family proud, I'm going to do my country proud, and 

I'm going to bring back home the belt.  Thanks.  

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA:  Thank you, Amir.  Before we go to questions, just a quick reminder, we're going to 

host the media on Monday, April 18th, in Oakland, so if you don't get a chance to ask a question, then 

hopefully you can make some time to go out there and see Amir train live in person.  Thank you.  

  

Q. Amir, you've been training a while now at this weight.  How have you felt?  Is this possibly the best you've 

ever felt not having to take weight off?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  I think I do feel stronger.  I feel strong.  I'm sparring with some very tough guys in the gym, 

and I do see that by holding on to the weight, it's given me a lot of ability and a lot of strength and a lot of 

power, as well.  That's something that I know I'm not going to be naturally stronger than Canelo.  Canelo is 

going to be stronger, obviously.  He's one of the bigger guys, but I think what's going to happen to me is just 

happier at this weight and not killing myself.  

  

Q. And having not to lose weight, meaning have you had more time to work on tactics and technique and 

improving that side of your game?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  Correct, yeah.  That's what we're working on because obviously normally we have to be 

losing a lot of weight, and going down in weight and stuff like that weakens me, so this time I won't be doing 

that.  I'll just be focusing on my game plan for the fight and improving my boxing skills.  

  

Q. Could I ask Virgil a question, please.  What did you think, Virgil, when Amir came to you with this 

fight?  What was your first reaction?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Well, it was Shah who came to me with the fight, and initially I wasn't for the fight, but 

I hadn't seen Amir yet.  Well, I take that back.  He was here in the States.  I wasn't for the fight.  

  

I think what changed my outlook on it was Amir's response to me when I asked him why do you want this 

fight, and his response to me was quite assuring that he understood what he was going up against and what he 

was getting into.  

  

Off of that, I felt much more confident in his ability to be competitive and win the fight.  

  

Q. And how do you think he is looking at this weight in training?  



  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Well, I've seen him come past through this weight before, and I've always been 

impressed when he was at this particular weight on his way down to making weight.  It's good, like he said, to 

be able to train and to be able to just focus on boxing and not have the worry and the grind of taking off 

pounds and doing it right and making sure you're going to peak right and all these things.  It's been a plus.  It's 

been a plus.  

  

Q. My first question is for Virgil.  My question for you, I heard what you were just saying about when you 

asked Amir why he wanted to fight.  When you heard that he wanted to fight, besides your opinion and as far 

as how Amir could match up against Canelo, what was your thought about what it said about Amir's sort of 

mentality and desire to fight the best fighters?  What did you think about that when he asked you about this 

match-up?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Well, again, maybe I said it wrong; he didn't ask me initially.  I was conversing with 

Shah, and once Shah let me know that the fight was on the table, I asked Amir why he wanted to fight. 

  

Q. I heard that part.  I heard that part.  I meant your thought about that, when he told you.  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  When he asked?  Well, what he told me as I was thinking also when he went into the 

fight, and usually it takes maybe two to three weeks sometimes for a fighter to buy into any strategy or plans 

you might have, maybe sometimes even longer, but to go into a camp already on the same page, that's really a 

plus.  You can get right to work.  

  

So it was quite convincing, but it let me know that he understood what he was going up against, and he 

understood what he could and could not do.  

  

Q. So how impressed are you by the desire to fight a bigger guy who's got as much -- a lot of experience 

against top fighters where your fighter is certainly the underdog?  Do you like the idea that he wants to be 

great like that?  What is your thought about that?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Well, you have to be impressed.  I mean, it's a step that not many fighters would take 

under those circumstances, so you have to be impressed.  

 

I always said one thing about Amir, even in some of his setbacks, I've never really seen it affect him to the 

point where he got gun shy or not competitive.  He has a personality and characteristics about him that he 

believes in himself, and he understands why he lost when he lost, and he just moves forward.  That's a plus in 

itself.  

 

Yeah, I give him all the credit in the world.  He's got more than guts and balls; he's got audacity.  So it means 

a lot.  

  

Q. Is it going to be difficult do you think for Amir and for you to sort of get it through his mind that he's going 

to have to stay very disciplined with the way he boxes against a fighter that's as big and strong as Canelo 

Alvarez because obviously that would appear to be part of the plan where you're -- nobody is going to expect 

Amir to stand there and slug it out with this guy.  As he said in his statement, it's going to be his skills that win 

this fight, not necessarily because he's a bigger, stronger fighter.  Can you keep him disciplined for 12 rounds?  



  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Well, first of all, if he's disciplined, I can keep him disciplined.  If he doesn't have the 

discipline and focus now, he'll never have it, but I believe it's there, and I think it's very intact, and he 

understands what he needs to do, when he needs to do it.  He understands the danger, and he also understands 

how to win the fight.  

  

So it's just going to be a great fight, I believe, and I believe that he has a fight in him that hasn't come out yet, 

like all fighters when they get around 29 to 30 if they're winners.  They can just bring a fight out, bring it up, 

and I believe that that fight is in him somewhere, and I expect to see the fight come up that night because of all 

the elements.  It should, and it will.  If it's ever going to come up, it'll come up May 7th.  

  

Q. Amir, I know that you were very disappointed that you did not get a fight with Mayweather, you did not 

get a fight with Manny Pacquiao, but now you've got probably the best guy other than them, and those other 

two guys now claim to be retired.  What was your thought process to constantly strive to have the biggest fight 

possible, and not only have the biggest fight possible with Canelo, but then to go up in weight against a guy 

that's going to be bigger and stronger than you?  What is it that drives you to take that type of risk?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  I'm thinking about making history in boxing and leaving a great legacy behind and fighting 

the best out there.  I wanted the big fights against Mayweather, Pacquiao, and both fights didn't happen.  I 

wanted the next big thing, and the next big thing was Canelo, and I remembered a long time ago being asked 

to speak about that fight, and you know, it seems to be more realistic now.  I'm in a position where I'm 

growing up now and getting stronger, and I'm knowing and getting to understand boxing a lot better now, and 

having a good team around me with Virgil and the team, I think that helps, also, so I just needed that big fight 

now because that was something that was only going to give me more confidence and kind of give me that 

more drive. 

  

Q.  It kind of strikes me, Amir, I get the feeling from hearing some of your comments, from seeing some of 

your interviews and seeing some of the stories that you kind of like the fact that you're the underdog because it 

will give you even more satisfaction should you be victorious?  Can you speak about that and that mentality?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  I think it's great, yeah.  I think it's great to be the underdog.  This is the first fight I'm walking 

into as the underdog because normally I'm walking in as the favorite, and possibly a bit of pressure on you, 

where this time I'm going to be walking in as the underdog, and that way it's a time where I can prove people 

this is where I belong.  I belong as one of the best fighters in the world, and it's going to be a great test for me.  

  

Q.  Oscar, when you boxed, there's nobody that would doubt that you always strived to fight the very best 

fighters out there.  You fought everybody in your career.  When you look at Amir Khan and you see the desire 

for him to take on these types of challenges, does it in some ways remind you of the attitude that you had, and 

can you speak about that and the mentality of that as far as desiring to fight the best out there because you 

always did it?  

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA:  Yeah, that's who Amir Khan is.  He's a fighter, a human being that believes in 

himself, believes in his abilities.  He's a hard worker.  I strongly feel that every fight should look at Amir Khan 

and dare to be great.  That's exactly what takes it to the top, whether they're tough fights or whether they're 

winnable fights.  As long as you take the challenge, that's the only way you're going to know if you're going to 

be great or not.  



  

Q. Does it remind you of yourself a little bit?  

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA:  You know, it actually does.  It actually does.  I won some, I lost some, but one 

thing about my career today is that nobody can take that away from me.  I dared to be great and fought 

everybody that was in front of me, and that's who Amir Khan is.  

  

Q. I have a question for Virgil.  Virgil, you were saying that your initial reaction to the match-up is that you 

were against it.  Can you explain what your thinking was there just when you first heard the idea of Amir 

facing Canelo?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Well, just being logical.  Size difference being first and foremost, and the fact that Amir 

had been off for a while.  Those are the first two things that came to my mind.  Canelo has been fighting quite 

regularly, and you can get into a groove fighting as frequent as he's been fighting and Amir having some time 

off.  

  

But also on the other end, I believe that fighters who have started out as young as Amir has at nine and eight 

years old, that they need periods of time off.  I think that it refreshes them, and I think that that's been proven, 

Pacquiao the other night, Mayweather fighting Marquez, even Andre coming back and fighting No. 1.  When 

you've been fighting since you were a kid, those muscle memories, they stay intact, and you don't really get 

ring rust unless you're doing things in your lifestyle, staying up, staying out drinking, whatever you're doing 

that's detrimental to your physical well-being, that can throw you off, of course, and it would exhibit to the 

viewers some sort of rust and things that are missing.  

  

But the size and his frequency of fighting, that was the first concern.  

  

Q. Virgil, when you spoke to Amir you mentioned that his excitement kind of changed your thinking and 

changed your mind on that.  Was there anything else that changed your opinion about the fight, or was it just 

Amir's -- just his confidence?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  No, his response.  That pretty much did it.  I didn't entertain any other thoughts.  Just his 

response.  

  

Q. And lastly, about the size issue, heading into the fight, how do you think Amir -- obviously Amir is going 

to be bigger.  How do you think he's going to respond to being a bigger fighter?  Will that affect his speed do 

you think at all?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  His speed has not been compromised at all, and I know it's a lot of photos out there, 

outlets or public, make your own determination, weigh-in or during the fight, but he has not lost an iota of 

speed.  When you're gifted with it like he is, you'll grow with it.  It's no different than LeBron James being in 

high school touching the white square at 190, and he still can do it at 230.  It's really not that much different 

than a sprinter, Bo Jackson running a 9.1 in the 200 and still doing it at 225.  No, his speed hasn't been 

compromised at all.  

  



Q. Amir, just wondering, did you have to convince Virgil that this was the right match-up, and what was that 

conversation like when Virgil, I guess, expressed that maybe he had some second thoughts on the match-

up?  Just take us through that conversation that you had with him.  

  

AMIR KHAN:  We had to think about it, because there's always a bit of -- we don't want to walk into a fight 

and get hurt.  There's a life after boxing, and I think that my thinking about this fight, and I think by me taking 

this fight, I think even Virgil probably understood and knew that I'm going to be more focused, and I know 

that I can't make any mistakes against a guy like this.  I've made mistakes in the past against guys my own 

weight because I know naturally I'm more gifted than them and I'm more skilled than them and I'm a better 

fighter than them, but these are ones that probably could be my worst opponents because I don't really have 

that fear element, whereas when you're fighting someone who's tough and who's dangerous and it's going to be 

a tough fight, then that's what brings out the A game in me.  

  

I think Virgil understood that, as well, and I definitely understand that myself, that I'm going to train more, I'm 

going to be more focused for a fight like this than I would be for a fight against someone my own weight and 

someone I know who I'm better than.  

  

Q. Virgil, we heard Amir say maybe 10 minutes ago that he intends on shocking the world.  It sounds like he 

recognizes he's the underdog of this fight.  Given the way that the odds seem to be stacked against him, the 

size difference, et cetera, how does this compare to your greatest challenges as a trainer?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  I'm sorry, I didn't get the last part.  How does it compare to what now?  

  

Q. Your greatest challenges as a trainer.  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Well, every fight is a challenge.  You know, that's how I feel about it, from an amateur 

to a prospect to the level that Amir is on.  

  

Of course I understand the whole content of the fight.  I understand what comes off a victory, and I understand 

that by him saying that he intends to shock the world that quite possibly it could be a shock.  It'll be a shock to 

a lot, but I it won't be a shock to some.  So he falls somewhere right in that 60 percent shocked, 40 percent I'm 

not shocked.  

  

But it means a lot to be able to participate in the sport that you love at this level and in an event of this 

magnitude.  It's very humbling.  I feel fortunate.  I feel blessed to have been here, not just one time but a few 

times.  

  

To me, to be able to maybe one day be retired and hopefully have enough health to reflect back, it means quite 

a bit.  

  

Q. When was the last time you felt or you had a fight where you felt like the underdog?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Probably Andre going into the Super Six.  I know everybody viewed him as an 

underdog, but I didn't.  I don't view Amir as an underdog in this fight.  I'm very confident in his abilities.  I 



think I would be doing him a disservice if I viewed him as an underdog.  I view him as the top dog, and that's 

how we're approaching the fight.  We're not approaching the fight hoping to get the victory.  We're not 

approaching the fight hoping that it goes our way.  We're approaching the fight determined to get the victory 

and to make it go our way.  That's the approach.  

  

Q. Amir, this is the biggest fight of the year.  You can't sit on the fence.  Those that love you support you, 

those that go for Canelo go for Canelo.  What do you tell your supporters, and what do you tell the people that 

are doubting you?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  Well, I know it's the biggest fight this year that's going to happen, and I just want to tell them 

to tune in and watch this fight because this is going to be a fighting style a lot of people are going to 

love.  You've got a boxer versus a fighter, and you've got speed versus power, and it's going to be exciting 

from round 1 until the end.  

  

It's a fight for me that I want to prove to people that I really do belong up against the best fighters in the world, 

and I want to be the best one there.  This is a great fight for the fans to watch, as well, and I'm going to give it 

to the fans of the UK because they've always been waiting and expecting a big fight from me, especially with 

Floyd Mayweather not happening and then Manny Pacquiao not happening.  I want to do this for the UK 

crowd and hopefully bring back home the belt, and definitely it's going to be a big, big Mexican holiday.  I 

believe that the UK fans are going to turn out for me and they're going to come and support this big fight.  

  

Q.  Virgil, if you could compare in the history of boxing, who does Canelo remind you of and who does Amir 

Khan remind you of?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Boy, you're putting me in a position where I'd be doing somebody a service and a 

disservice.  

  

Look, I'd like to give each one their own identity.  They're one of a kind.  I would probably have to search 

high and low to get a close comparison, so to speak.  But there is a time in an athlete's career if they're gifted 

that they should be able to stand alone in their own aura, and I give both of these gladiators that respect.  

  

Q.  Oscar, with Manny retiring, Mayweather retiring, what are the implications of this fight?  Where does it 

put the winner?  

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA:  Well, I mean, it puts the winner as being the man.  You know, now that Pacquiao 

retired, Mayweather is retired, the winner of this fight becomes the man.  You know, it doesn't happen often, 

including other sports, where just because you beat the man doesn't make you the man, but in this case here, 

you have two elite fighters, elite athletes, who are at the peak of their career, who are at the top of their game, 

and whether Amir wins or whether Canelo wins, the winner is going to be the man in boxing for a very long 

time.  

  

Q.  Amir, my first question is when you opted to take the fight with Canelo, why didn't you tell Virgil that this 

was a discussion you were having?  

  



 

VIRGIL HUNTER:  I did know.  I did know there were discussions with his dad, so I did know.  He didn't 

keep me uninformed. 

  

Q. Okay, because it seemed like when we spoke to you in Los Angeles that you didn't know the discussions 

were going on, so then Virgil, I'll ask you, since Amir has joined your stable, what do you think is the biggest 

change in him from that time until now?  

  

VIRGIL HUNTER:  Well, you know, change is always subtle.  I've seen him tremendously focused, and I've 

seen him slightly distracted.  So I think in Amir's case, it's where his focus is.  If his focus is locked in, he 

becomes a very formidable opponent.  If he's slightly distracted, then he can make his way a little 

tougher.  But even in those situations, I've seen his competitiveness, his will to win, even when he's distracted 

and he's come up against a tougher situation than is expected.  I've seen his competitiveness take over and still 

pull out the victory.  I mean, he's a silver medalist at 17, so he's a winner.  But when he's focused, he can do 

some things that you really can't prepare for, and for this fight he is focused, as he very well knows he has to 

be.  

  

Q. I've just got a couple for Amir.  Obviously you know that Canelo is going to wear you down, therefore your 

speed is going to be major in this fight.  Are you worried that putting on the extra weight you're going to run 

out of gas in the championship rounds at the end?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  No, look, we've been conditioning well.  We've been training very hard, so we know -- we're 

going to expect that Canelo is going to come forward and try to grind me down, and we know what to 

expect.  I've got some great sparring partners who are going to get me conditioned and get me ready for that 

kind of pressure.  So I'm looking forward to whatever Canelo brings, really.  I'm just going to be working 

towards a very strong, hard-hitting, come-forward fight with Canelo, and we're going to be ready for that, and 

if he wants to do that, we're going to have answers for it.  If he wants to do -- whatever Canelo does in the 

fight, we're going to have answers, also.  We've basically worked on two different strategies for this fight.  

  

Q. How are you feeling about the weight long-term because if you pull this off and your hand is lifted at the 

end of this fight, there will be pressure for you to stay at that weight and not drop back down to 147 or 154.  

  

AMIR KHAN:  Yeah, it just depends on -- we're going to wait and see how everything -- how the outcome 

becomes and what naturally feels good for me.  

  

I mean, look, this weight could be amazing for me where I feel strong and it suits me better, so it just depends 

on -- we'll see after the fight.  Me and Virgil will sit down afterwards, but naturally I think I am a 

middleweight, naturally, but who knows.  By putting this extra bit of muscle and strength on, I think it's only 

going to maybe make me stronger, and time will tell.  It's hard to tell at the moment, but while I've been 

sparring and while I've been in the gym training, I do feel really strong and really good, and I feel really 

happy, as well.  It gives me enough time to spend on skill and to work on my defense and work on my boxing 

skills.  

 

Q. Away from this actual fight, this is an Olympic year.  Obviously you showed success in our country with 

your fantastic escapades in the Olympics.  We've heard from Oscar earlier on about the start of his career in 

the Olympics, as well.  What's your attitude about professional boxers going into the Olympics?  



  

AMIR KHAN:  I think it's hit and miss, really, because a lot of the world-class professionals might not 

enter.  It's something that I'd love to maybe enter because me winning a silver medal and I want to turn it into 

a gold medal by going to the Olympic Games, it would be a little different because obviously you're only 

fighting three rounds, but the minutes of the rounds are going to be the same.  It could work and it could not 

work.  It's just a matter of it would be too much of a big risk for these world champions as professionals to go 

into.  

  

I think it just all boils down to what I think -- it's hard to say, really, but I think if it was me and I had the 

opportunity to go back to the Olympic Games and change out a silver medal to a gold medal, because when I 

was in Doha certainly I was invited by AIBA and they invited me to be there, and I watched the guys who 

were fighting at my weight category, and I was watching them and thinking, I can still beat these guys, even 

having the same work rate and everything, and even not fighting 12 rounds but fighting three rounds.  

  

Yeah, it's something I would probably maybe consider.  Like I said, time will tell, but before that I have a big 

fight to focus on, and we'll get past this fight and then we'll see what goes on.  

  

Q. Amir, do you think boxing is a logical sport, or do you think the boxing logic -- 

  

AMIR KHAN:  What do you mean, sorry?  

  

Q. Do you think that boxing is a logical sport?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  I mean, boxing really is a sport, but at the end of the day you've got -- it's a sport that you 

need skill, I think, and you need to have a big heart.  There's a lot of fights out there that don't happen because 

a lot of fighters don't basically have the balls to take the fights on, but I think with this fight, me taking this 

fight, I hope it inspires other fighters out there and other professionals to take big fights in their boxing career, 

and if you want to be remembered as a great fighter, you need to take big fights like this.  

  

So yeah, that's what boxing is all about, really, and that's one of the reasons I'm in boxing, because I want to 

be remembered as a great fighter and I want to achieve everything and fight the biggest fights in my boxing 

career because one day when I leave, I don't want to ever be like, oh, I regret not having this fight and I should 

have taken this fight and I should have had this fight.  So that's something different, yeah.  Everyone is 

different.  

  

Q. The last time that a Mexican opened a big arena like this time, like Canelo will open the T-Mobile, was 

Chávez vs. Randall '94, so do you believe that you are the Randall of Canelo?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  Canelo is a great fighter.  He's a great fighter, and this is going to be a big event.  Whoever 

comes to this fight is going to be really happy because you've got a style there, and it could be bigger than the 

Chávez-Randall fight because you have the whole of Mexico, you have the whole of -- you have the whole 

world watching that fight, and I think in this fight, especially two big superstars from two different parts of the 

world fighting each other, I think this could be a massive fight really because not only you've got Great 

Britain, you've got like -- you've got the whole of Asia, India, you've got Pakistan, you've got the Middle East, 

you've got America, you've got so many nations who are going to be choosing and watching this fight, this is a 



very big fight, and it's just great for boxing.  It's only promoting our sport of boxing, and it's going to, like I 

said, promote big fights in the future. 

  

Q. Last week I talked with Mayweather Sr., and he said that you are wrong about gaining weight and losing 

your velocity.  Do you believe that you are gaining weight and you don't lose the velocity?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  I don't think it's going to really make a difference on the speed or anything, because I've been 

training, and this is more natural for me.  Normally what I do, I have to go down in weight and I have to lose 

weight normally, but this time I'm not going to be losing the weight, this time I'm going to be at my natural 

weight.  I'll be happy making the weight.  I'll be keeping the strength, I'll be keeping the speed, so this is all 

natural for me.  

  

Q. Can you tell me something about your Mexican trainer, Luis García, how he's doing in Oakland?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  Yeah, we love Mexican people.  I mean, a lot of people said my fighting style is like a 

Mexican.  A lot of people say my style is like a Mexican fighter.  I've been watching a lot of Mexican boxers 

for a long, long time, you know, and I like the fighting style they have.  So this is going to be a great show.  I 

mean, you've got two warriors in the ring come May 7 that both want to be the best in the world and both want 

to win, so it's what makes this fight even more better and classic.  

  

Q. How close do you think that you are for Mayweather blueprint with Canelo?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  Mayweather is his own fighter, and everyone is their own fighter, everyone is different in 

that way, so I'm not going to say that I'm going to do what Mayweather did.  I think since Mayweather beat 

Canelo, Canelo is a better fighter.  I've been watching his fights, and I think he's improved a lot as a fighter.  

  

So really I'm just going to have to beat the Canelo who is going to be in front of me.  I know he's going to be 

changing his style a lot, but whatever Canelo brings we can have answers for.  Canelo is a strong guy.  There's 

not much of a blueprint there.  There's only one guy who beat him, which is Mayweather, and like I said, he's 

changing as a fighter.  He's getting better.  

  

Once we get in that ring, we have a game plan.  We have a game plan.  We have a strategy to win this fight, 

and it's all about sticking to that, and I know I can win this fight that way.  

  

Q. Do you think that the winner of this fight after Mayweather and Pacquiao leave boxing should be the next 

star of boxing, Canelo or Amir Khan?  

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA:  Look, I was asked that question before, and what I said was the winner of this fight 

is going to be the man, yeah, and when you take everything into consideration, you look at the regimens, you 

look at the fight, the number that it's going to generate, this is going to be a mega, mega, mega event, and 

whoever wins this fight is going to call themselves the Pay-Per-View King.  This is part of the stakes that goes 

along with a fight of this magnitude, you know, and so that's why this fight is so important for both guys, for 

many reasons.  

 



CECILIA ZUNIG, Golden Boy Promotions:  Amir, do you have any final comments to the press on this 

call?  

  

AMIR KHAN:  I just want to say a big thank you very much for being on this conference and supporting 

me.  The UK press has been great.  I mean, the press around the world have been great.  They've been very 

supportive in this fight, and they have given me a chance -- a lot of people at first didn't give me a chance, and 

now I think as time is getting closer, they've really seen that I can go into this fight and win this fight, so I 

hope to see you all at the fight.  It's going to be a big fight, and just a big thanks to you guys again, and 

hopefully we'll see you soon.  Thank you.  

  

CECILIA ZUNIGA:  Oscar, we're ready for your final comments and any reminders.  

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA:  Thank you very much.  I gave you the reminder.  Amir Khan will be working out, 

whoever didn't have a chance to ask a question.  He is opening up his training camp which will be Monday, 

April 18, in Oakland, so we will see you there.  Thank you very much.  

  

FastScripts by ASAP Sports 

  

Canelo vs. Khan, a 12-round fight for Canelo's WBC, Ring Magazine and Lineal Middleweight World 

Championships, is promoted by Golden Boy Promotions in association with Canelo Promotions and 

sponsored by "Cerveza Tecate, Born Bold", O'Reilly Auto Parts, Casa Mexico Tequila and DOOM® -- 

Fight Like Hell on May 13. David Lemieux vs. Glen Tapia is presented by Golden Boy Promotions in 

association with Eye of the Tiger Management and Patrick Teixeira vs. Curtis Stevens is presented by Golden 

Boy Promotions in association with Main Events. The mega-event will take place Saturday, May 7 at T-

Mobile Arena in Las Vegas and will be produced and distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View beginning at 

9:00 p.m. ET/6:00 p.m. PT.  

  

For more information, visit www.goldenboypromotions.com or www.hbo.com/boxing, follow us on Twitter at 

@GoldenBoyBoxing, @canelo, @amirkingkhan, @OscarDeLaHoya and @HBOboxing, become a fan on 

Facebook at www.Facebook.com/GoldenBoyBoxing or www.Facebook.com/HBOboxing, join us on 

Instagram @GoldenBoyBoxing, @canelo, @amirkingkhan, @OscarDeLaHoya and @HBOboxing, and 

follow the conversation using #CaneloKhan. 

  

Tickets priced at $1,500, $1,000, $800, $600, $400, $250 and $150, not including applicable service charges 

and taxes, with a total ticket limit of 12 per person (a limit of 10 per person at the $1,500, $1,000, $800, $600 

and $400 price levels and a limit of two [2] per person at the $250 and $150 price level) are on sale now.  To 

charge by phone with a major credit card, call 888-9-AXS-TIX (888-929-7849).  Tickets also will be available 

for purchase at www.t-mobilearena.com or www.axs.com. 

  

CONTACTS: 

Ramiro Gonzalez/Cecilia Zuniga, Golden Boy Promotions: (213) 489-5631 

Stefan Friedman/Kristen Caloca, Mercury: (424) 202-1671 

Amir Rashid, Team Khan: +44-7900-184-077 

Ed Keenan, EMC Events: (609) 432-7859 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m5SFDwh1q5qtREw-muezKueRk4HLdRvnzWPuwltA3ztz_JAAvvYNZ-NiDjfBv2PvAiycKKTyjeLENu6_ZmCmon6cR3ZSQns0SKvsD7ciRyYYDXarbkA7g7ifaifdmG4gXO5SCEBw4dmd96U24Lwq-lm06zZbB1j4KA1YAqkAh-SQQ6wrAZxwt_9ESGQi7D6B&c=wwm8GE4E2pND4X62Y7h-V6Obqx4MYTugfGtnlVLulC0MftGrbB3BDw==&ch=msudlIVS-lmun7HAjRhSSqzHcBxK4-KaOGQgUJc_pw__BGG1JepPCA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m5SFDwh1q5qtREw-muezKueRk4HLdRvnzWPuwltA3ztz_JAAvvYNZ0cvWECW2wh0HJpythsxhOONTovreHaZwmeS09D3UlD0hUMBgJOb9fjaM2JWMAamiQUThwRUHvqfaMJThmYpsOddMJn0MuusaYd0apACk_xmYEgYymhuqOM=&c=wwm8GE4E2pND4X62Y7h-V6Obqx4MYTugfGtnlVLulC0MftGrbB3BDw==&ch=msudlIVS-lmun7HAjRhSSqzHcBxK4-KaOGQgUJc_pw__BGG1JepPCA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m5SFDwh1q5qtREw-muezKueRk4HLdRvnzWPuwltA3ztz_JAAvvYNZ4tF0yTGgYTfrCo5Qfm1Och1rzyWJASZFKJJE9VLypGEmEjND-8C-3iJtVCluEADxJbIFS5k2Jdtepk1obungzifcWcNs8f2_ajyuN0HCRSI9BNl-2VD5EV1Csomm8-QwMI_a294OZ-U&c=wwm8GE4E2pND4X62Y7h-V6Obqx4MYTugfGtnlVLulC0MftGrbB3BDw==&ch=msudlIVS-lmun7HAjRhSSqzHcBxK4-KaOGQgUJc_pw__BGG1JepPCA==
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Patrick Byrne, HBO: (212) 512-1361 

Kevin Flaherty, HBO: (212) 512-5052 

Scott Ghertner/Kristen Cadenhead, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6700 

Credentials: www.magnamedia.com 
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